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CO LUMBIA PAYMENT PLA N

The Columbia Payment Plan,1 a d m i n i s t e red by Aca-
demic Management Services, enables students or their
families to make i n t e r e s t - f r e e monthly installments on
their bill. Many families find monthly installments more
manageable than lump-sum payments each term. 

The payment plan is not a loan, so there are no intere s t
c h a rges or credit checks.

Who is eligible to enro l l ?

All Columbia students can use the monthly payment plan.
International students should note that all payments
must be received in U.S. dollars drawn on a U.S. bank.

What expenses may be budgeted?

You may use the payment plan to budget educational
expenses that are billed through your student account at
Columbia University, such as tuition, room and board,
and fees. Personal expenses, including off-campus hous-
ing, telephone, and books, cannot be budgeted. You may
use the plan for all or part of your expenses, and the plan
can be used in combination with loans or financial aid.

H ow much do I budget?

You will receive a letter in June with the costs for the
2004–2005 academic year. Use that information to
complete the worksheet included with the payment plan
application found in this folder. Please remember that
you need to calculate your expenses for both the fall and
spring terms to enroll in the annual (full year) plan.

H ow much are the payments?

The payment amount depends on the size of your budget.
For an annual plan, divide each term’s expenses by 5 to
determine your monthly payment amount. You must
complete both fall and spring sections for an annual
plan. If you use the plan for a single term, your ex p e n s e s
for that term are divided into five equal payments.

What are the fees?

The fee for the annual plan is $80 ($70 if you enroll by
August 21) and the single term fee is $45. You may pay
the application fee by check or with your Visa or
MasterCard. 

May I enroll for one term?

Yes. You have the choice of signing up for the entire aca-
demic year or for either the fall or spring term.

When do payments begin?

Payments for the annual plan and the fall term plan start
on July 1. The first payment for the spring term plan is
due December 1. To make the best use of the Columbia
Payment Plan, we encourage enrollment by the start date
of the plan you select.

What are the enrollment deadlines?

The deadline for enrolling in the annual or the fall plan
is August 31; for the spring plan, it is December 31. To
e n roll after the plan start date, it is necessary to make
any back payments that are due. See the schedule that
follows for the academic year or fall term only plans:
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1 See Important Note on inside front cove r.



DATE APPLICAT I ON RECEIVED AMOUNT DUE

Prior to July 1 Fee only

July 2–August 1 Fee and July 1 payment

August 2–August 31 Fee, July 1, and 

August 1 payments

H ow do I enroll? 

Fill out the application enclosed in this folder and mail
it to Academic Management Services (AMS), or call
AMS at 800-635-0120. Or you can enroll online at
w w w. t u i t i o n p a y e n roll.com. Applications are also avail-
able at Student Financial Services, 210 Kent Hall, and at
Student Administrative Services, 141 Black Building.

H ow will I be notified that I am enrolled an d

h ow will I be billed?

Once AMS has received your application, you will be
sent a welcome packet with your account information.
AMS will send you a monthly statement appro x i m a t e l y
two weeks before each payment is due.

You can check on your account information at any time
by visiting the Tuition Pay site at www. t u i t i o n p a y. c o m .
After registering, you will have direct access to your
account information.

H ow is my student account at Columbia cre d-

i t e d ?

The money you send to AMS is wired to Columbia and
applied to your student account. You will receive re g u l a r
student account statements from Columbia that will
reflect your payments to AMS. If your student account
statement still shows a balance due, you must either
i n c rease the amount of your plan contract or pay the
balance due directly to Columbia to avoid late fees. 

Whom may I contact with questions?

You can call AMS at 800-635-0120 for answers to any
questions you may have about your payment plan. AMS
education payment counselors are available Monday
t h rough Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. ET, and on
Saturdays from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. ET.
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